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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply spedfied above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 July 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 2-10 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 21 October 2003 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I (i.e., claim 1) in the reply 
filed on July 6, 2005 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The spedfication shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

For example, it is unclear how many advancing sheets are claimed in claim 1 . 

Next, it is unclear what is meant by the recited "minimized pressure" in lines 5-6. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "each sequential lead sheet" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Furthermore, claim 1 recites the limitation "said creeper belts" in line 7. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Moreover, it is unclear if the recited "sheets" in line 9 are the same or different 
from the previously recited "advancing sheets", "sequential lead sheet", etc. 
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In addition, it is unclear if the recited "sheets" in line 10 are the same or different 
from the previously recited "advancing sheets", "sequential lead sheet", etc. The above 
indefiniteness problems are merely exemplary. Applicant should review claim 1 and 
make the language consistent throughout this claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary sidll in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 , as best understood. Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Publication No. 20020014736 (Katou et al.) (hereinafter 
"the Katou et al. publication") in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,928,944 (Goliez). In 
particular, the combination of the Katou et al. publication and the Goliez patent meets all 
of the limitations of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 1 , Figs. 3 and 6-7 of the Katou et al. publication show a sheet 
feeding apparatus (1) including a sheet feeder (80) having a feed table (808) for 
maintaining edgewise thereon a stack of sheets (Fig. 6 or 7), the sheet feeder (80) 
including a stack advancing belt (807) for advancing the stack toward a feeding end 
thereof, upper edge paper guides (812) for maintaining upper edges of advancing 
sheets in the stack and separating advancing sheets thereof at minimized pressure, a 
singulator apparatus (including 801) drawing each sequential lead sheet from the stack 
through a singulator aperture (near 801) thereof, the creeper belt (807) and singulator 
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apparatus (including 801) being synchronously driven In a sheet advancing direction 
and in a reverse direction (See, e.g., numbered paragraphs [0045] and [0046] for the 
sheet advancing direction and numbered paragraphs [0041] and [0042] for the reverse 
direction), and a controlled sheet path gap assembly (near 902b in Fig. 3) receiving 
sheets from the singulator apparatus (including 801) including a plurality of transport 
ramps (i.e., ramps shown on 902b) for directing sheets through a controlled gap; 

a transport (near 901b) receiving sheets from the control lead sheet path gap for 
transporting sheets to a downstream device (30 or 40), the transport including a second 
sheet receiving input (near 901a) independent of receipt from the controlled sheet path 
gap assembly (near 902b in Fig. 3) for inputting thereat sheets from one or more 
additional sheet feeding devices (e.g., 81). The transport can include any elements 
shown in Fig. 3 that transport sheets including the mechanisms on the right-hand side 
near numeral (90) and on the top near numeral (30). As outlined above, the Katou et al. 
publication shows a stack advancing belt (807), but does not specifically show a 
plurality of belts as set forth in claim 1. See, e.g.. Figs. 6 and 7 of the Katou et al. 
publication. 

The Goliez patent shows that it is well known in the art to provide a sheet feeder 
with a plurality of stack advancing belts (26) to provide indexed incremental movement 
of a stack. See, e.g., column 4, lines 1 1-27 of the Goliez patent. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made, to provide 
the sheet feeder of the Katou et al. publication with a plurality of belts instead of the belt 
807, because such a modification merely replaces one well-known stack advancing 
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device with another well-known stack advancing device that performs the same 

function. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Monrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221 . The examiner can nomnally be reached on M-F, Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on (571) 272-6944. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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